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“Youtve got options at these five secluded hideaways

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK

Secluded hideouts
worth seeking out

EY DAVID SWAKSON
Sl f1p T M Heeraid

Searching for a true Caribbean hide-
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inhabited island in the Caribbean,

md well over a thousand hotel
I've found what 1 prefer. Hink:

It's mot 300-room cookie-cutter chain

resorts.

Here are five one-of-a-kind hideouts
that provide true escape. These outposts
require & little extra éffort to reach, and
once you've arrived, you'll want a book —
or two — to fill the time one might nor-
durr—ﬁ'uﬂm:: Except for
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But you will discover a jet-free, cruise-
ship-frec landing oifering a naturalness
that the busier destinations covet. These
Carfbbean hideaways arc all about rest and
renewal. Esch allows the beauty of its set-
timg (o shape (he guest experience

CARIBBEAN HIDEAWAYS
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PRIVACY OPTION:
CGUANA ISLAND,
“BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS

An BS0-acre islet less than
a mile aff Tortola, Guana
Island ks also the name of a 1=
roam inn built ia the 19304
When the Jarecki family of
MNew York purchased the
island as a second home in
F975, the property had charm,
but needed attention - every-
thing was (alling spart, Today,
Guana g a smooth-ruaning
upscale establishment.

Sprinkled over the saddle
of a breezy ridge, several hun-
dred feet above sea lewel,
ronms are positioned at vary-
ing distances from the main

Each is different, boasting
varying views, layoats and
sechasion, bui what they share
i a vaguely Greek Cycladian
personality: white-washed
siome walls with shutters
trimmed in bright blue, Each
room has a terrace furnkshed
with wicker and framed with
oleander and frangipand.

The food st Guana is
straightforward, unfussy, and
sathiying Dinper s served at
shared or individual tables —
seats are assigned cach afer-
noon. A well-stocked honor
bar is a gathering place for
TuneiL.

* Guana Island, BVI, double rates are $650 in summer,
$985 in winter, plus 17 parcent tax/service, and include three
meals daily, wine with meals, afternoon tea, and non-maotor-
ized watersports, Information: BO0-544-8262; www.guana

O,

* Montpelier Plantation Inn, Nevis, starts at $280 sum-
mer, $480 winter, plus 20 percant tax/ service, and includes a
huge breakfast and afternoon tea daily, Information:
869-469-3462;, www.montpeliernevis.com.

& Kanantik, Belize, doubles are $285 year-round, plus 14
percent tax/service. The meal plan — breakfast, lunch, dinner
daily — is 364 per person, per cday. Information: 87 7-759-8834

Ii evenings are convivial,
it"s easy to find privacy during
the day.

White Bay is a luminous,
one-ihird-mile-long beach
that ranks with the Caribbe-
an's mast lovely and tranguil.
"% & steep five-minute walk,
of two-minute shuttle nde
from the rooms down (o the
sand.

Six mare coves ring Guan-
a3 shores, most reached only
by ambitious trail or boat,
arranged on request, and with
a pienic hunch il you like,

There are males of trals (o
explore, along with tennls
couris, snorkeling, kayaks,
sailboats and windsarfing.
plus a tiny massage hut on the
sk

You may be content simply
abgorbing the natural envi-
ronment. A fMock of shy Ma-
mingos resides in the island’s
salt pond. The rock iguana,
'«l'hi:'h numbered only about
100 in the world two decades
ago on nearby Ancgada, was
re-introduced here in 1984
with spectacular results —
Guana Island & now home (o
hundreds of the reclusive spe-
cies, Guana's very appeal lies
in this unvarnished integra-
ton into the environment.



